2001 - 2002




With Best Compliments
From

“atehabad Road, 3, Rajendra Place,  Barlowganij, Basant Lok,

Agra 282 003 New Delhi 110008  Mussoorie- 248 122 Vasant Vihar.

fel: 91-562-330800  Tel; ©1-11-5762501 Tel 91-135-831800 New Delhi 110057

"ax: 91-562-330850 Fax 91-11-5781016 Fax 91-135-831022 Tel: 91-11-5148800
Fax: 91-11-6145059

Visit us at : www.jaypeehotels.com

— . L

J

With Best Compliments From

HET Wiz ot pad e e o o ST R

A - SR “ sfsa= vavesrss®

Incdian Barhines




Executive Committee for 2001-2002

Spwlﬂ Invitees
Education Trustee

Hony. Auditor

Smt. Laxmiben Kothari
Smt. Naliniben Kantawala
Smt. Binaben Kapadia
Shri Pradeepbhai Kapasi
Shri Mahendrabhai Patel

Smt. Manjuben Kapasi
Shri Shaileshbhai Panchal

Shri Ashokbhai Lad

Smt. Indiraben Kapadia
Smt. Madhuben Oza
Smt. Neelaben Agnihotri
Smt. Riddhiben Mehta
Smt. Urmiben Gandhi
Shri B.D. Shah

Col. Dinesh Ahara

Col. Kiritbhai Joshipura
Shri Kishorbhai Lad
Shri Manoharbhai Gujarati
Shri Dipakkumar Pathak
Shri Chhanabhai Vatalia
Smt. Yaminiben Dholakia
Smt. Dakshaben Seth

Shri Bhartanbhai Mehta
Shri Viranchibhai Rawal
Shri' Rajanikant Shah
Smt. Sachinaben Patel

Shri Madhusudan Parikh
Dr. Prafull Patel
Smt. Kokila Chhaya

M/s. Mahesh Kapasi & Co.

435 4709
6217278

689 3544
651 6578

696 7672

685 1011
619 7360

611 0987

689 3544
601 3737
614 0411
601 6080
696 8119
6167165
668 2565
869 0093
469 7134
685 8951
656 6183
612 3669

577 2545
611 3155
646 9898
696 4343

601 6080
644 2909
610 3341
301 2647

696 3209
610 8827
696 7672
686 8147

A Shri Dakshin Delhi Gujarati Mandal (Regd.)

D-281. Sarvodava Enclave, New Delhi 110017
a Ph: 696 7672, 651 6378, 619 7360
; Message

The Mandal projects Gujarati Culture to Delli. Since its inception thirty years ag
registered under Societies Registration Act 1860, it has grown in stature from
beginning through untiring cfforts and dedicated services by office bearers over
decades. | acknowledge my gratitude to all present and past office bearers in par
members of Mandal in general for their selfless service in establishing cultural asp

rati people of Delhi by their active mvolvement and participation in various acti
fiembers of Mandal have been organizing festivals on Gujarat art and crafts, Gu
festivals, Ras-garba, Navarmatn Dandiva, New Year get togother ctc. The M
encourages literacy, education and sports activitics among children of its members by
annual scholarships and prizes. Scholarships were awarded to meritorious students du
on 24-4-22001. The national and international outlook of Cujaratis can be wi
participation of Delhites of all ethnic groups in our programimes.

We are grateful to our generous donors and volunteers for success of our programn
which we could not have achieved the same

We are also particalarly grateful to donors particularly Neclaben Agnihotn, Sheth
Gujarati, Gora Mal Hari Ram, Heeraben Kapasi, Rajnikant Shah, Shailendra Panct
Nagar, Pradeep Kapasi for providing man, material and cash assistance to our brotl
of victims of devastating carthquake in Gujarat. To express our empathy with
victims of Gujarat we decided not to have Annual Picnic this year. A consortium
organizations of Delhi under leadership of Shri Kishorbhai Zaven adopted a villag
region with targeted budget of Rs. 2 Crores, in which our Mandal also participated

*r Mandal jointly participated in Sardar Patel Jayanti Celebrations and facilitati
Shantibhai Desai, Mayor of Delhi, organized by Sardar Patel Vidyalaya and Gujara
Socicty. Children Talent Show along with Magic Show was organized at India Hat
which was great success. Ashtami and Sharad Purnima programmes Wore organti
Patel Vidyalaya, Lodhi Estate. Nutan Varshabhinandan was orgamized at Ho
Panchsheel Enclave.

We hope that our esteemed donors will continue to extend their cooperation for ¢n
serve worthy cause of fulfilling cultural aspirations of Gujaratis in Delhs particularly

Nalmiben Kantawala
President
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When God created mankind and mankind created music, the Divine, (as
descended upon the earth, Divinity manifested itself in the lives of men anc
through the medium of melodious sound. This was the reason why our
evolved the concept of “Nadabrahma” (Infinity itself), singing in our lives.

The origin of music

Of course, all of this did not happen in a moment. Nature supplied the insg
man. The sweet tone of the cuckoo, the melodious cry of the peacock, th
mcent of the swans — all these must have suggested, to our early ancesk
' tness resides in natural beings. Man's contribution lies, not in recogr
sweetness — that was but natural. It lies in the classification of the notes as “h
and "medium”, and in the brilliant concept, that the very ascent and descen
gives a pleasure to the mind.

Degrees of ascent

The next step was the evolution of the concept, that the ascent of note itsel
measured and the “degrees” of ascent could be differentiated. Hence
conception of seven degrees of ascent and seven degrees of descent
apparent that such ascent and descent could be systematically measured
really a mathematical achievement. But the mathematics related, not fo num
arithmetic) or to space (as in geometry), but to the high and low sounds.

The aesthetic part

However, it is not the function of mathematics to afford pleasure. That functic
to the realm of aesthetics, which is concerned with the enjoyment of b
?uty flowing from the permutations and combinations of various notes sot

appreciated. And thus was born the brilliant concept of “Raga’- the mi
contribution of India, to the world of music.

The contribution of “Raga”

Our scholars of music have described Raga as “that which pleases”. This
begin with, But the pleasure derived from a Raga should be properly unde
mind is a treasure house of moods, emotions and impulses — just as it is
house of imagery, ideas and thought currents. The moods and emotions 1
may be floating in the ocean of the psyche. If they are 10 be preserved, thel

to be properly presented.
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The function of Ragas

This is exactly what a Raga does. It catches hold of a mood and makes
achieves this object, by evolving a structure. Particular notes, which are fo
appropriate to the chosen mood, are selected and their ascent and desce:
down. It is in this systematic pattern of notes, that the mood of the moment i
and permanently preserved. Henceforth, whenever those notes are rendered
instrumentally, then the mood, which is supposed 1o have been reflected in
spontaneously takes birth. At least, that is the expectation. If the renderi
evoke the expected mood, the fault may lie in the performer, or in the lisk
many other extemal factors.

-}lsic as communication

The reason is, that music is nothing but communication. And effective comr
pre-supposes a sincere and competent performer, a receptive listener and a
environment — both physical and psychological

For example, a person in great physical pain may not respond to the
rendering of the Raga Yaman. A student, who has to take a competitive te
hour, will not be enthralled at the most beautiful reproduction of the Raga Lali

The three harmonies

However, if the environment is congenial and if one is offered a competent re
a Raga, then immense spiritual pleasure can be denved. Indian class
enables one to establish what may be called “three harmonies” — harmony w
harmony with the Divine and harmony with oneself. For the time being, it
unpleasant sensations and installs, on a golden throne, the mood that the
Raga is expected to evoke. By promoting total concentration, it enables the
and the listener, to start on a journey towards the Divine. This is particulz

gas that are sombre in character Finally, Ragas that capture moods of

rmony, can succeed in bringing about or restoring harmony with one’s |
which is the harmony that is sought after, by every individual

The Dawn the twilight and the shadows of the night

The harmonies mentioned above are achieved in Indian classical music — at least n
by a well-cvolved scheme that seeks to assign the proper time for singing a particuls
example, Bhairava is sung in the carly moming, becausc its serious character, resulti
two soft notes that occur (and occupy a dominant position in this Raga), is in harmi
peaceful atmosphere that prevails in the external world in the carly moming ai
tranquility that usually pervades the mind itsclf, at the beginning of the day’s activits
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. @pu!ar in the North that we tend to forget, that it originally belongs to the Sout

Still more telling, is the example of the Raga Bhairavi — the crowning glory
music. This Raga is capable of delineating the deepest emotions of the humal
can communicate a vast variety of emotions - love, pathos, sweet reme
devotion, pleasure of being with ones family and so on. This effect is act
reason of the fact, that four soft notes find their place in this Raga, and it is t
notes — individually or in combinations — that can strike the deepest emotion:
Bhairavi, at the end of a concert of music, is like the softest, sweetest dess
end of a hearty meal. Thereafter, no longing is left, in the heart

The literary aspect

The pleasures of Indian classical music are not merely acoustic Man
Aympositions that form its repertoire are literary gems in themselves and

licate sentiments in the choicest language. The song “Lat uljhi" — (in B
example, encapsulates the most romantic moments of a young newly marrie
The song “Mathura Na Jao" (in Poorvi) depicts, in hardly ten words, the deepe
of the Gopis who experience a heart-break, when Krishna announces that he 1
leave Gokul.

The Southern scenario

What has been stated above is true of both the North and the South. Many No
do not enjoy South Indian music, and vice versa, But the differences betweet
systems are minor, while the similarities are major. Both depend on the concs
Raga, even though the names differ. Once the initial hesitation is conquered, |
that one can enjoy the other system without much difficulty. In fact, ma
composers and musicians of the South have mastered the music of North |
have even given us gems of compositions in North Indian Ragas. As regards |
(to cite one example), Khan Sahib Abdul Karim Khan has sung compositions
Ragas belonging to the Camatic system. And the Raga Hansadhwani has be

lusion

Music thus knows no geographical boundaries. Nor does it recognise historical
limits. Our musicians have often drawn upon the vast treasure-house of the cla
Iterature of India, compaositions of the mediaeval devotional peets and modem
They do not hesitate to sing even Sanskrit verses, in appropriate Ragas.
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Gujaratis in Delhi
- Mahe

Many Delhi based born and brought up Gujarati and have never studied Gujarat
in any school or otherwise. Though they can speak fluently read easily (not h
scripts), but can't write.

Most of the Gujaratis in Delhi speak Hindi/English with their children, but whe:
talk to their spouse/parents they speak in Gujarati. Many Gujaratis feel in Delh
are miss-fit in Delhi culture-as our culture is so strong that we are not able to be
like Delhiwala. We may think so far a short while, but we can’t. For us word of m
final and we behave and act on it, but most of Delhiwalas say something, do «
’mraryr to it and forgetting it immediately.

Precisely speaking, there is no culture, Manners, honesly, loyalty, faithfulnes:
most of Delhiwalas. Most of them are money-minded. | would not say business |
they keep some moral standards and they do not bow down just for money. Th
reasonable profit, but not like Delhiwala who charge differently from different
according (judging) to their paying capacity. It is observed that in Gujarat, a
commuodity is charged at the same rate throughout the market and they will not m
for any account. This means they charge fixed price.

Gujarati population in Delhi is increasing like other communities. Many Gujari
know each other

In Sixties ‘Gujarati Mitra Mandal' was started and had regular monthly mi
‘Constitution Club' Delhi born Gujaratis almost loses Gujarati touch unless |
relatives in Gujarat'Western India Thus they become namesake Gujaratis and are
Delhiwala. The warmth of Gujarat and ‘Apnapan’ (ones own ness) is really
addition to Khakra and 'methiya nu masala’.

Almost all Gujarati women are very good cook and her Gujarati dishes everyon
and they are simple with lots of regards/respect for all guests, etc., Delhi born
ish to marry a Gujarati girl so that Gujarati touch comes back in their life. Most |
jaratis inherit many of characteristics of Gujaratis like injustice, thay can't ol
luckily my children are in that school,

Now we have Gujarati School 'Sardar Patel Vidyalaya' to leamn Gujarati So | think
not have much problem in learning Gujarati

Another way to have Gujarti touch is to take memberships of all the
Societies/Associations of Delhi. Being in Delhi some of the characteristics a
naturally Delhi bom Gujaratis have developed of Delhi like Gujarati food with sv
cannot relish. They like Punjabi food more than south Indian food. But they feel p
a Gujarati.

Before, | close down, | have to add here that those Gujaratis who are far away fro)
Gujarati Culture are unfortunate ones, as what they are missing they are not know

wish they should soon revert back to Gujarati culture. Jai Gujarat. Jai India. We ar
Indians and then Gujarati. True isn't it? |
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